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Week Ending Friday, September 1, 1995 


The President’s Radio Address 
August 26, 1995 


Good morning. There’s an old Native 
American saying that goes: In all our delib- 
erations we must take into account the well- 
being of the seventh generation to follow. 
The wisdom of those words has come alive 
to me during my family’s Wyoming vacation. 

During the past week and a half, Chelsea, 
Hillary, and I have been vacationing in two 
of our Nation’s most spectacular national 
treasures, Grand Teton and Yellowstone Na- 
tional Parks. We've been hiking, horseback 
riding, rafting on the Snake River. We've 
seen Old Faithful, the canyon falls, and the 
young wolves that are being reintroduced 
into Yellowstone. We’ve seen buffalo, moose, 
elk, eagles, osprey, red hawks. No bears yet, 
but we're still looking. We’ve seen breath- 
taking mountains, lakes, streams, and mead- 
ows. And all of this belongs to you, the Amer- 
ican people, for all time to come. 

I’ve also seen lots of Americans, young, 
old, and in-between, from all over our coun- 
try in these parks. Mostly I’ve seen families, 
hard-working families who can afford these 
wonders of the world because these parks 
belong to them. So I’m more grateful than 
ever that those who came before us saw fit 
to preserve this land for the enjoyment of 
future generations of Americans. That was 
the intent of Congress when it established 
the National Park Service 79 years ago today. 
I can think of few things that mean more 
to the national life of our country than our 
national parks. 

Last year, more than 270 million visitors 
made their way to places like Yellowstone, 
Grand Teton, and Grand Canyon National 
Parks, and to urban treasures like Golden 
Gate in California, Cuyahoga in Ohio, and 
Gateway in New York. They came to big 
parks and to smaller ones, like the one in 
my hometown, Hot Springs National Park. 


Our 369 national parks aren’t simply aes- 
thetically pleasing; they're also important to 
the economies of their communities. For ex- 
ample, in 1994, visitors to Yellowstone, the 
world’s first national park, pumped more 
than $643 million into the local economy, 
creating more than 12,000 jobs. Visitors to 
Big Bend National Park, along the Texas- 
Mexican border, spent more than $77 million 
while creating 1,544 local jobs. 

But while the parks have been good for 
local economies, many of them have fallen 
into disrepair. So if we want them to be there 
for our children in the 21st century we've 
got to turn this around. But there’s a right 
way and a wrong way to do it. The wrong 
way is to say that this is an investment no 
longer worth making, to close the parks and 
sell them off to the highest bidder. Some 
people want to do that, but it wouldn’t be 
in faith with the kind of commonsense values 
that have made our country great and the 
kind of common ground we've had over our 
national parks throughout the 20th century. 

That’s why I strongly oppose the budget 
cuts that were proposed earlier this year by 
the congressional majority. They could have 
forced the closing of more than 200 national 
parks and recreation areas. The right way to 
help our parks is through the kind of sensible 
reforms our administration has proposed. 

First, we have to put our parks on sound 
financial footing by keeping park fees that 
the citizens pay in the parks. Most visitors 
to our national parks believe their fees are 
used for park improvements, but they aren't. 
That will change under our reforms. Many 
visitors tell us they want their money to stay 
in the parks and they'd even pay a little more 
if they knew that was the case. Well, that’s 
what we propose to do, keep the fees in the 
parks. 

The second thing we want to do is to make 
it easier for our parks to form partnerships 
with people in the private sector who want 
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to invest money to preserve our natural herit- 
age, not to destroy it. 

And thirdly, we want to change the out- 
of-date contracting policies that keep the 
concession fees paid by businesses operating 
in the parks unreasonably low. We’ve got to 
change that because those who make a profit 
from the private businesses in our parks 
should pay a fair amount for the privilege, 
so that they can make a profit ar help us 
to maintain our parks. 

I’m also concerned about activities on land 
that belongs to the American people which 
are being used for profit in ways that could 
damage our national parks. For example, just 
2% miles from Yellowstone Park there’s a 
proposal to build a big gold mine. Before that 
mine can be approved, it must meet the high- 
est standards in an environmental impact 
statement. And yesterday I declared a 2-year 
moratorium on any new mining claims in the 
area near the northeast corner of Yellowstone 
Park. 

Unfortunately, we're still burdened with 
an 1872 mining law which allows these claims 
to be staked and mined while giving virtually 
nothing back to the American people who 
make it possible. We have to do everything 
we can to protect parks like Yellowstone. 
They’re more priceless than gold. 

Finally, if we want to maintain our national 
heritage for our children and our grand- 
children, we have to do more than preserve 
our national parks; we've got to preserve our 
environment. Right now we face a lot of pres- 
sure to pollute the environment and to go 
back on our commitment to keeping it safe 
and clean and healthy. The House recently 
voted to gut environmental and public health 
protections in the name of regulatory reform. 
Some in the Senate tried to do the same. 
They were willing to put at risk the safety 
of our air, our food, our drinking water, the 
water we fish and swim in, for short-term 
financial gains for a few. 

The budget bill the House passed would 
cut environmental enforcement by 50 per- 
cent, virtually bringing to a halt Federal en- 
forcement of the Clean Water Act, the Clean 
Air Act, and it would stop toxic waste clean- 
ups. This would be a terrible mistake, and 
I’m determined to fight it with vetoes, if nec- 


essary. 
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For a long time now, the American people 
have stood together on common ground to 
preserve our environment. At the beginning 
of this century, Theodore Roosevelt, a Re- 
publican, began a fervent call for conserva- 
tion. In 1905, he said, “There can be nothing 
in the world more beautiful than a Yosemite, 
the groves of giant sequoias and redwoods, 
the canyon of the Colorado, the canyon of 
Yellowstone, its three Tetons. And our peo- 
ple should see to it that they are preserved 
for their children and their children’s chil- 
dren forever.” 

Well, I second that emotion. And after 
spending the last week in Wyoming, I have 
an even deeper commitment to fulfilling it. 
So let’s end this century by meeting the chal- 
lenge Teddy Roosevelt set for us at the be- 
ginning. We've made a lot of progress in the 
protection of our environment and our na- 
tional heritage. But the future can be even 
brighter. Do we need reforms? Yes. Should 
we reverse course? Not on your life. It’s up 
to us. 

Thanks for listening. 


NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:40 p.m. on 
August 25 at the Rockefeller residence in Jackson 
Hole, WY, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 
26. 


Remarks on the 75th Anniversary of 
Women’s Suffrage in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming 

August 26, 1995 


Thank you very much. Thank you very 
much, I think, Hillary. [Laughter] In my own 
defense, I brought these boots home about 
10 years ago, and the shine has kind of come 
off of them now. [Laughter] They don’t wake 
anybody at night anymore. 

I want to thank Rosemary Shockley and 
all the representatives and guests of the 
women’s organizations who are here who put 
this wonderful event together. I want to 
thank the wonderful people who work for the 
Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks 
for making this an incredible vacation for our 
family. We have had a wonderful couple of 
days. 

Yesterday we were up in Yellowstone, and 
I remarked that I had had a lot of incredible 
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things happen to me in my life, but in spite 
of that, if anybody had ever told me that 
within the space of about 8 minutes I would 
be feeding bison to wolves and then would 
be hailed on in August—{laughter|—or as 
one of the park rangers said, this is “hail on 
the Chief’—[laughter|—I would never have 
believed it. So this has been an incredible 
thing for me, and I’m so profoundly grateful 
to everybody here in Wyoming who has made 
our vacation so wonderful. 

I’m glad to be here for this occasion. I was 
thinking how amazing it is that a State like 
Wyoming would be the first place, the first 
democracy anywhere in the world to give 
women the right to vote. And maybe it was 
because the men were more secure here than 
they were other places at the time. [Laugh- 
ter} But for whatever reason, it was a very 
good thing. 

I have always been interested in these is- 
sues because, as Hillary said, I was born to 
a working mother in the 1940's and raised 
by a working grandmother in the 1940's. So 
my mother and my grandmother were both 
working 50 years or so ago, just 25 years after 
women were given the right to vote in the 
country as a whole. 

I'd like to say a word, if I might, at the 
beginning about this World Conference on 
Women. I’m glad the First Lady is going to 
lead our delegation. And you heard her de- 
scribe the delegation. They come from all 
walks of life, from different political parties 
and religions, and they disagree about a lot 
of things. But they do agree that if you look 
at the world and imagine what the future is 
going to be like and if you believe as I do 
that more and more the fate of Americans— 
even in landlocked States like Wyoming and 
Arkansas, where I grew up and lived until 
I became President—will be caught up in 
the fate of what happens to people all around 
the world, we must have a common agree- 
ment that we need a united front for treating 
women all over the world with dignity and 
respect and giving them opportunities in the 
family and education and in the workplace. 

We can’t imagine what it’s like in America 
because of the progress being made in this 
country by women, but there are still places 
where women babies are more likely to be— 


little girl babies are more likely to be killed 
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just because they are little girls. There are 
countries in the world today that have a huge 
imbalance in the number of males and fe- 
males because the little girls are killed at 
birth because they're not thought to have suf- 
ficient value. 

There are still countries in the world that 
try to force women not to have children, and 
that’s something we can’t imagine in this 
country, where that’s the most profound right 
that women have in the family. There are 
still countries in the world where a young 
bride can be burned if her family can’t come 
up with the dowry or won’t come up with 
a little more. There are still places in the 
world that are held in abject poverty because 
women who are entrepreneurial and creative 
and willing to work don’t have a chance even 
to borrow what would be a pittance in Amer- 
ica to start a little business to ply their trades 
and work their skills. 

And all of this will affect us because we’re 
going to live in a global economy. And if we 
want to trade with the rest of the world and 
promote democracy and freedom with the 
rest of the world, then, obviously, we need 
to be working with people who are trying 
to unleash the potential of every citizen in 
their country. And we believe that’s the only 
thing that works here in America. 

One of the most troubling things to me 
about our politics today in America is that 
everything gets turned into just another ver- 
sion of the same old political fight, and all 
these issues seem to be torn like Silly Putty 
into extremes. So now there’s this huge effort 
in America to try to convince the American 
people that this conference is somehow anti- 
family and that we’re sending some sort of 
radical delegation there. Why? Not because 
it’s true, but because it furthers the almost 
addictive, almost narcotic drive among some 
elements in our society to take every single 
issue and use it as a cause for division among 
our people when we need to be more di- 
vided—united. 

This conference is going to talk about edu- 
cation and domestic violence and grassroots 
economics, employment, health care, politi- 
cal participation. It’s going to talk about a 
lot of things we take for granted here in this 
country that we think if everybody had access 
to it around the world we’d be a lot better 
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off. And however anyone might try to paint 
this conference, the truth is it is true-blue 
to families, to supporting them, to conserving 
them, to valuing them. 

And I want you to know that I think Amer- 
ica will have some things to learn from this 
conference as well. And we don’t intend to 
walk away from it when it’s over. I’m going 
to establish an interagency council on women 
to make sure that all the effort and the good 
ideas actually get implemented when we 
come back home. 

I have declared this day Women’s Equality 
Day because there is so much to celebrate 
and so much still to do. All around the coun- 
try, as I’m sure you know, there are events 
commemorating this important anniversary, 
but no place has a better claim to it than 
Wyoming, for all the reasons that Hillary 
said. 

The suffragists left us a living legacy and 
a continuing challenge. The legacy is full citi- 
zenship for our mothers, our sisters, our 
daughters. The continuing challenge is to 
honor that legacy by using these privileges 
to lead our Nation in the right direction. 

The vote for women came at the end of 
an enormous philosophical war. Some of the 
things said kind of remind me about what 
people are saying about this conference on 
women now. It was bloodless, but it was 
highly costly. It literally consumed the lives 
of thousands of American women who were 
dedicated to gaining the right to vote. The 
dividends that were won we are still reaping 
today. 

But remember what the opponents said 
about that. The opponents said that allowing 
women the vote would mean a disaster for 
our Nation; it would destroy our families; it 
would end all distinctions between the sexes. 
[Laughter] Happily, they were wrong on all 
counts. [Laughter] But the arguments then 
and the arguments you hear about this con- 
ference on women today, they illustrate one 
of Clinton’s laws of politics, which is that the 
American ple have one peculiarity: 
they're all for change in general, but a lot 
of them are against it in particular. [Laugh- 
ter] 

I remember back in 1993 when I was try- 
ing to get Congress to enact my deficit reduc- 
tion program that would also have lowered 
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taxes on working families with children and 
increased our investment in education and 
technology and the people who wouldn’t vote 
for it said it would mean the end of the 
American economy. It would bring on a great 
recession. [t would just be a disaster. It 
would be the end of everything good and true 
about America. A bunch of those folks are 
running for President today. [Laughter] 

So it turned out that the results of that 
program were that we reduced the deficit 
from $290 billion to $160 billion. We got 
about halfway home toward our goal of bal- 
ancing the budget before anything is done 
this year. We got 7 million new jobs, 2% mil- 
lion new homeowners, 1! million new small 
businesses, the largest number in American 
history, the stock market at 4,700, and things 
are rocking along pretty good. And they still 
say it was just the worst thing that ever hap- 
pened. Everybody is for change in general, 
but it’s difficult to get people to do the par- 
ticular things to achieve those changes. I 
think that’s important to remember. 

Somehow, by some magic of harmony with 
this beautiful nature behind me and a sense 
of self-confidence and fairness, men who 
were in the decisionmaking process in Wyo- 
ming found the self-confidence and the in- 
nate fairness, without regard to their other 
partisan or philosophical differences, to say 
it doesn’t make sense to have half our folks 
not have the right to vote. And that’s a great 
tribute to the people of Wyoming. It led di- 
rectly to the passage of the 19th amendment, 
without which none of these other things 
would have happened. 

And of course, as Hillary already said as 
she introduced the survivors here of that re- 
markable slate of women who swept the elec- 
tions in Jackson in 1920—I thought that was 
an incredible thing, and I liked it a lot until 
I read that one of the women actually de- 
feated her own husband. [Laughter] Those 
guys have even more self-confidence than I 
do when it came to that. [Laughter] 

If you think about it, it’s interesting, 
women have always had great symbolic im- 
portance in our country’s democracy. Our 
greatest symbols for justice and liberty are 
women. Think about it, a woman holding the 
scales of justice, blindfolded; the Statue of 
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Liberty holding a torch. One promises fair- 
ness; the other, freedom. 

We are a country that, more than anything 
else, is still around after all this time because 
we kept expanding the boundaries of fairness 
and freedom, because we never listened to 
not only the naysayers among us but also the 
naysayers in our own spirits, for each of us, 
inside, every day wakes up with the scales 
balanced between hope and fear. And some- 
how we've always found the magic balance 
to go forward for fairness and freedom. 

Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton, Lucretia Mott, Esther Morris, Carrie 
Chapman Catt, they helped to achieve that. 
Mother Jones fought to end child labor. So- 
journer Truth fought to end discrimination 
and to establish social justice. My friend Rosa 
Parks set in motion the civil rights movement 
by simply refusing to sit in the wrong place 
on a bus. A lot of ordinary women all over 
this country, decade after decade after dec- 
ade, have worked to advance the cause of 
fairness and freedom. 

When we look back on them from the van- 
tage point of the present, it’s hard to imagine 
that as recently as 1920 American women 
couldn’t vote. The suffragists had a lot of vi- 
sion. They knew that the vote would be an 
opening, a door through which women could 
help to direct our Government to where it 
should be and with which women could stand 
behind issues that would make their families 
stronger and their children’s lives better. 

When you look back, it seems remarkable 
that all this has happened in the last 75 years. 
Now, more and more women are completing 
higher and higher levels of education, enter- 
ing fields which were closed to them not so 
long ago. Every time I visit a Federal facility, 
every time I go to these national parks, I mar- 
vel at how many of the park rangers are 
women. 

We just celebrated, Hillary and I did, a 
milestone in the progress to erect a memorial 
in Washington to the women who are veter- 
ans of our wars. And I was so proud to be 
able to say at this ceremony that in the 242 
years I have been President, we have opened 
more than 250,000 positions in the United 
States military to women that were closed 
just 2 years ago. 
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In the last 3 years, the Small Business Ad- 
ministration in our administration has cut its 
budget by 40 percent, almost doubled its loan 
volume, and increased loans to women entre- 
preneurs by 85 percent. We're not at 50 per- 
cent yet, but I have six women in my Cabinet, 
twice the number of any previous administra- 
tion, and over one-third of our Presidential 
appointees and about one-third of the new 
Federal judges appointed in the last 2% 
years are women. Women are beginning to 
participate more fully throughout this coun- 
try in the life of America. And so far as I 
know, the sky is not falling anywhere. 
[Laughter] 

We also have to recognize that the people 
who were against the right to vote for women 
were wrong when they said this would abol- 
ish all differences between the sexes. And 
some of the differences that still exist are not 
such good ones. We know that women are 
still, in peculiar ways, more vulnerable to vio- 
lence, and we have established a violence 
against women section in the Department of 
Justice which is doing exemplary work. And 
the former Attorney General of Iowa, Bonnie 
Campbell, heads that, and she is also going 
to the women’s conference. 

We have tried to do a lot of work to see 
that our national medical research focuses 
more on the health concerns of women. I 
was stunned when I started running for 
President, I never knew before how women 
had been systematically left out of a lot of 
the research efforts in the health area, par- 
ticularly areas relating to cancer. And so we 
have done a lot of work to make sure that 
in medical research and treatment, with 
heart disease, cancer, AIDS, and other dis- 
eases, women are more fully represented in 
the testing protocols and the research to 
make sure that we do what we ought to do. 

Hillary has launched a national campaign 
to try to increase the use of mammograms 
which will help in the early detection and 
the saving of thousands of lives. And I hope 
it will be ever more successful. 

As you look ahead, I ask you to think about 
what is the agenda for women and for fami- 
lies, for more than any other people in our 
society, women have always carried on the 
struggle to find both personal fulfillment and 
still fulfill the social obligation of maintaining 
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strong families and giving our children a bet- 
ter chance. And I think now that’s what we 
want for all Americans. 

If you look at the American economy 
today, the truth is that most people don’t 
have the option not to work. For those who 
do, I applaud them for any decision they 
choose to make because the most important 
thing in our society is still raising children 
and doing a good job of it. That is still the 
first and most important job of our society. 

But if you look at this world toward which 
we are moving, the 21st century, the way we 
work and live is changing dramatically. And 
we are in a big, huge debate today, not just 
in Washington but in every State in the coun- 
try, about how we're going to reestablish 
common ground, how can we agree on the 
basic things we have to do to enable our peo- 
ple to succeed, first and foremost, in raising 
their children, secondly, in being successful 
in the workplace, and thirdly, in preserving 
our freedom and our way of life. Those will 
be the great challenges, the new family val- 
ues challenges for the 21st century. And we 
have to ask and answer those questions. 

If I might, let me just suggest a few things 
that I think are quite important if we are 
going to extol family values and give women 
a chance to live up to the fullest of their God- 
given capacities as we move into this next 
century. 

First of all, we’ve got to say, it is the policy 
of the United States of America for people 
to be able to succeed as parents and as work- 
ers. It is the policy of the United States for 
people to be able to succeed. In that sense, 
perhaps the most important law I’ve signed 
since becoming President is the first one, the 
family and medical leave law. The people— 
again everybody was for change in general 
but against it in particular. People got up and 
gave the awfullest speeches you ever heard 
about that law. They said it would mean the 
end of the free enterprise system, businesses 
would go bankrupt, stores would be boarded 
up everywhere. 

We have no instance, not a single one, of 
a business going bankrupt because of the 
family and medical leave law. But there are 
a whole lot of people out there who can take 
a little time off from work when their chil- 
dren are sick—sometimes their children are 
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dying—without losing their job. And that’s 
a good thing. There are women who can take 
time off from work to deal with their own 
illnesses without losing their health insurance 
and thereby losing their ability to work, be- 
cause of that law. So I think that’s a part 
of our family values agenda. 

If you look at the family values agenda, 
you have to say in the world toward which 
we are moving the level of education people 
have determines their income and their ca- 
pacity to earn more than ever before in 
American history. So I think giving every 
child a good start in school and guaranteeing 
everybody the right to go to college with an 
affordable college loan, preserving programs 
like the national service program that allows 
people to work their way through college, 
giving every unemployed person in the coun- 
try the right to what I call a “GI bill” for 
America’s workers, a voucher that they can 
take to the nearest community college so that 
they can get retrained when they lose their 
jobs, these are family value issues that will 
profoundly affect the women of our country 
and their ability to do well in the future. 

I think immunizing all the children in this 
country is a pretty important family values 
issue. I think we ought to keep going until 
we've got the job done. I think we ought to 
recognize that, yes, we have to slow the rate 
of inflation in Medicare and Medicaid, but 
we shouldn’t forget that if we want our work- 
ing people to be able to educate their chil- 
dren, then we ought not to cut Medicare and 
Medicaid so much that they will undermine 
the ability of middle class people to have 
their parents get the care they need and un- 
dermine senior citizens’ ability to get that 
kind of care. 

Let me make it clear: I believe balancing 
the budget is a family values issue. I think 
it—this year—this year, we would have a sur- 
plus in the budget but for the interest run 
up on the debt accumulated in the 12 years 
before I showed up in Washington. This is 
a big issue. 

Next year, interest on the debt will be big- 
ger than the defense budget. We're worried 
about getting an adequate budget for the 
parks here. We're worried about getting an 
adequate budget for education. No American 
has a stake in a permanent deficit. That also 
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is a family values issue; lifting the burden 
of this awful debt off of our children is a 
family values issue. But we can do it without 
breaking Medicare and bankrupting the abil- 
ity of middle class families to know that their 
parents can get the health care they need 
while they educate their children. We can 
do both, but we must do both. It’s not an 
either-or choice. 

I think maintaining what you see behind 
me is a family values issue, and making it 
available for all the American people. And 
I think being willing to honestly confront 
some of the most difficult conflicts in our 
society where short-term economic gain will 
cause a heavy price over the long run is also 
an important part of our maturing as a coun- 
try. 

And let me just mention one issue, a dif- 
ficult one. Everybody told me that I—all my 
political advisers told me I had taken leave 
of my senses when I said it was time to stop 
walking away from the terrible health con- 
sequences of teenage smoking. But I believe 
the United States is right to say this is a chil- 
dren’s disease. Kids are being addicted, 3,000 
kids a day start smoking, 1,000 of them— 
1,000 of them will have their lives shortened 
as a result of it. I think that is a family values 
issue, and we should take it and face it to- 
gether. 

So if we’re going to do this, it is important 
that we remember the kind of self-con- 
fidence that was demonstrated in Wyoming 
when women got the right to vote. It is im- 
portant that men and women, with all their 
differences, political and otherwise, have the 
level of self-confidence to sit down and say, 
America is still a great big family. Like every 
great big family, there’s a whole lot of dif- 
ferences, and there’s always going to be a 
whole lot of argument, and we're always 
going to be looking at some of our family 
members cross-eyed, like we do our second 
cousin that we wish wouldn’t show up to the 
reunion. [Laughter] But there are limits to 
the extent to which we can demonize one 
another. We've got to treat each other with 
respect and work through these things. 

And if we really want the day when women 
will become full partners in the decision- 
making process in America—and we believe 
that’s a good thing—and we want to face 
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these issues which will determine whether 
we go into the 21st century with the Amer- 
ican dream alive and well and the American 
community strong and together, we have got 
to have that level of self-confidence. We have 
got to remember that every time, every time 
we have faced the choice between going for- 
ward with freedom or fairness, two things 
symbolized by women, we have had to deal 
with the demon of insecurity in our country 
and even inside. 

And we have heard all these proclama- 
tions, all these Chicken Little proclamations 
that every change we make—that we knew 
we ought to make would cause the sky to 
fall, and we’re still around after almost 220 
years because somehow, someway when it 
came time to make the decision, we decided 
Chicken Little was wrong. 

Blind justice was right; the Statue of Lib- 
erty was right; and the kind of self-con- 
fidence displayed by the people of Wyoming 
when they led the world in giving women 
the right to vote was right. It was right then, 
and it still is. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at approximately 
11:30 a.m. at Jackson Lake Lodge on the 75th 
anniversary of the ratification of the 19th amend- 
ment to the Constitution. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Rosemary Shockley, president, League 
of Women Voters of Wyoming. 


Statement on the United States 
District Court Decision on the 
Child Support Recovery Act 


August 28, 1995 


On July 26, 1995, the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Arizona struck 
down the Child Support Recovery Act as an 
unconstitutional exercise of congressional 
power. I respectfully disagree with this deci- 
sion. I asked the Justice Department to re- 
view this case, and the Department has filed 
a motion asking the court to reconsider its 
decision. 

The Child Support Recovery Act gives us 
the power to punish deadbeat parents who 
cross State lines to avoid paying child sup- 
port. It is essential for Federal law enforce- 
ment to have this authority because the 
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States cannot bring these criminals to justice, 
especially the hardcore group of parents who 
flagrantly move from State to State to evade 
their obligations. 

A child should be able to expect the most 
basic support from those who chose to bring 
that chile into the world. Parental respon- 
sibility does not end at the State line. The 
taxpayers of America should be able to expect 
that the burden of caring for these children 
will be placed on the shoulders of the par- 
ents, where it rightfully belongs. 


Message on the Observance of 
Labor Day, 1995 


August 28, 1995 


Each year at this time we pause to reflect 
on the value of labor and the accomplish- 
ments of the American worker. This coun- 
try’s success depends on the efforts of its citi- 
zens to open the door to a better future. 
Work is the engine that drives our economy 


forward, moves struggling families upward 
into the middle class, and creates opportuni- 
ties for our children. We must continually 
strive to create more opportunity for work 
for those who are willing to take the respon- 
sibility to make better lives for themselves 
and their families. Our labors ensure that the 
blessings of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness will benefit generations to come. 

Let us give thanks to those who came be- 
fore us and who strived to improve working 
conditions and create fair labor laws. They 
risked their livelihoods and often their very 
lives to ensure that children could go to 
school instead of to work in mines and fac- 
tories, that laborers could work without risk- 
ing injury, and that Americans who toiled 
throughout the week would be rewarded 
with a decent living and could spend more 
time raising their families. These reformers 
brought dignity to the workplace and integ- 
rity to our society. 

Today, we recognize that management and 
labor face common challenges and a shared 
destiny in the global economy. We must con- 
tinue our efforts to create further job growth 
and new opportunities, enabling more of our 
citizens to realize the American Dream. As 
we celebrate Labor Day, we can find 
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strength and renewed inspiration in the 
Dream—the idea that we can be good work- 
ers as well as good parents and that, through 
our individual efforts, we can build better 
lives for our children. 

Best wishes to all for a memorable and 


meaningful holiday. 
Bill Clinton 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 


August 28, 1995 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22 
U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report 
on progress toward a negotiated settlement 
of the Cyprus question. The previous report 
covered progress through May 31, 1995. The 
current report covers the period June 1, 
1995, through July 31, 1995. 

Throughout the period, my representa- 
tives continued efforts to urge meaningful 
negotiations among the parties and to en- 
courage them to take steps to create a healthy 
environment for talks and progress on overall 
settlement issues. 

In July, Assistant Secretary of State for Eu- 
ropean Affairs Richard Holbrooke met with 
U.S. Presidential Emissary for Cyprus Rich- 
ard I. Beattie and U.S. ambassadors to the 
region, as well as private individuals and 
members of Congress, to consider the cur- 
rent Cyprus situation. 

There is general agreement that the recent 
decision by the European Union (EU) to 
begin discussion of Cyprus’ accession to the 
EU could provide added motivation to the 
parties to achieve a settlement. Special Cy- 
prus Coordinator James A. Williams visited 
a number of EU member countries during 
this period to consult on ways to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity to move the peace 
process forward. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 29. 
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Proclamation 68 18—National POW/ 
MIA Recognition Day, 1995 
August 29, 1995 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Throughout our proud history, America’s 
sons and daughters have answered the call 
to defend our fundamental liberties and to 
safeguard the freedoms of peace-seeking 
countries around the globe. Representing the 
finest this Nation has to offer, the members 
of our Armed Forces have given everything 
of themselves in defense of the independ- 
ence and democracy that we hold so dear. 
This year we have a special opportunity to 
honor their service as we commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the end of World War 
II, the dedication of the Korean War Veter- 
ans Memorial, and the unveiling of the POW 
and MIA postage stamp. 

In remembering these heroic men and 
women, it is with profound respect and sol- 
emn appreciation that we single out those 
who paid the heaviest price. Among them are 
the Prisoners of War and those Missing in 
Action. Their courage and devotion to duty, 
honor, and country—often in the face of bru- 
tal treatment and torture by their captors— 
will never be forgotten by the American peo- 
ple. 

Our Nation also recognizes that the fami- 
lies of these brave citizens have suffered and 
made great sacrifices for our country. For it 
is in the name of both the missing and their 
loved ones that we aggressively pursue the 
release of any United States service member 
held against his or her will, that we search 
tirelessly for information about the missing, 
and that we seek the repatriation of recover- 
able American remains. 

On September 15, 1995, the flag of the 
National League of Families of American 
Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast 
Asia, a black and white banner symbolizing 
America’s missing, will be flown over the 
White House, the Capitol, the United States 
Departments of State, Defense, and Veter- 
ans Affairs, the Selective Service System 
Headquarters, the Vietnam Veterans and Ko- 
rean War Veterans Memorials, and national 
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cemeteries across the country. This flag is 
a symbol of our Nation’s covenant with those 
who defend us and with the loved ones they 
leave behind—the brave individuals who 
have earned our everlasting gratitude and 
their families who deserve our deepest sym- 
pathy and our national pledge to achieve the 
fullest possible accounting of American 
troops. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 15, 
1995, as “National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day.” I urge State and local officials, private 
organizations, and citizens everywhere to join 
in honoring all Prisoners of War and Missing 
in Action still unaccounted for as a result of 
their dedicated service to our great country. 
I also encourage the American people to rec- 
ognize and acknowledge the steadfast vigil 
the families of the missing maintain in their 
quest for answers and a conclusion to their 
struggle. Finally, I call upon all Americans 
to observe this day with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twentieth. 


William J. Clinton 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:48 p.m., August 29, 1995] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 31. 


Statement on the First Anniversary 
of the Cease-Fire in Northern 
Ireland 


August 30, 1995 


Tomorrow marks the first anniversary of 
the Irish Republican Army’s cease-fire in 
Northern Ireland, joined 6 weeks later by the 
Combined Loyalist Military Command. 
These historic decisions opened a door that 
had been closed to the people of Northern 
Ireland for too long—the gateway to peace. 
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On this anniversary, I urge the parties to 
build on the important work of the past year 
to secure a just and lasting settlement to a 
conflict that has cost so many lives. 

We owe much of the progress to the cour- 
age and determination of Prime Minister 
Major and Taoiseach Bruton and their con- 
tinued willingness to take risks for peace. I 
also salute the people of Northern Ireland 
for their extraordinary perseverance and 
their dedication to the cause of peace. They 
have endured violence with so much dignity, 
and now the future that they have long de- 
served is within reach. 

I am looking forward to visiting a peaceful 
Northern Ireland later this year and paying 
personal tribute to those who have worked 
so hard to bring about this new day. I wel- 
come the progress made in recent months 
toward reducing barriers, alleviating tension, 
and promoting reconciliation. Much, how- 
ever, remains to be done. To advance the 
goal of peace, I urge both republicans and 
loyalists to do their part and seriously address 
the issue of decommissioning paramilitary 
weapons. This is an essential step toward 
banishing once and for all the specter of vio- 
lence that has haunted Ireland. I urge the 
parties to sit down together soon to discuss 
their aspirations for the future as well as their 
fears and differences. As I have said before, 
I would be pleased if talks were underway 
by the time of my visit. 

As we look back on a year in which the 
bombs and guns have been silenced, I hope 
all the parties will reaffirm their commitment 
to build a peace in Northern Ireland for gen- 
erations. The United States stands ready to 
support the people of Northern Ireland and 
the British and Irish Governments in that 
effort. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Alternative Plan for Federal Pay 
Adjustment 


August 31, 1995 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
The law requires that the President trans- 
mit to the Congress an alternative plan for 
Federal pay adjustments if he views the pay 
adjustments that would take effect under the 
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law as inappropriate. Therefore, to ensure 
that substantially larger increases do not take 
effect automatically, I am transmitting an al- 
ternative plan for the 1996 pay adjustments. 

Under section 5303(a) of title 5, United 
States Code, the rates of basic pay would rise 
by 2.4 percent, effective in January 1996. In 
addition, pursuant to section 5304 of title 5, 
General Schedule employees also would re- 
ceive an increase in their locality-based com- 
parability payments that would cost 2.7 per- 
cent of payroll. When combined with the 2.4 
percent basic pay increase, the locality-based 
payments would produce a total payroll in- 
crease of about 5.1 percent that would cost 
$3.9 billion in 1996—$2 billion more than 
the 2.4 percent pay increase I proposed in 
my 1996 Budget and which is included in 
my Balanced Budget Plan. 

Sections 5303(b) and 5304a of title 5, how- 
ever, provide me the authority to implement 
an alternate pay adjustment plan if I view 
the pay adjustments that would otherwise 
take effect as inappropriate due to “national 
emergency or serious economic conditions 
affecting the general welfare.” As you know, 
Presidents have used such authority many 
times over the past 15 years. 

In evaluating “an economic condition af- 
fecting the general welfare,” the statute di- 
rects me to consider such economic meas- 
ures as the Index of Leading Economic Indi- 
cators, the Gross National Product, the un- 
employment rate, the budget deficit, the 
Consumer Price Index, the Producer Price 
Index, the Employment Cost Index, and the 
Implicit Price Deflator for Personal Con- 
sumption Expenditures. I have reviewed 
these and other pertinent measures of our 
economy. 

The budget discipline that my Administra- 
tion has put in place has contributed to sus- 
tained economic growth and low inflation. To 
continue this discipline and its favorable im- 
pact on economic conditions, I have deter- 
mined that an alternative pay adjustment of 
2.4 percent is appropriate for the 1996 pay 
raises under sections 5303 and 5304. This 
raise matches the 2.4 percent basic pay in- 
crease that I proposed for military members 
in my fiscal 1996 Budget and that the Con- 
gress likely will include in the 1996 Defense 
Authorization bill. 
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Because many Federal civilian employees 
do not receive locality pay, I will put the bulk 
of the 2.4 percent adjustment into the gen- 
eral increase under section 5303, thus giving 
all employees a meaningful raise. I will apply 
the remainder to increasing the locality- 
based comparability payments under section 
5304. 

Accordingly, I have determined that the 
following alternate pay plan is appropriate: 

(1) Under the authority of section 5303(b) 

of title 5, United States Code, the pay 
rates for each statutory pay system shall 
be increased by 2 percent, effective on 
the first day of the first applicable pay 
period beginning on or after January 1, 
1996. 
Under the authority of section 5304a of 
title 5, United States Code, locality- 
based comparability payments in the 
amounts set forth on the attached table 
shall be effective on the first day of the 
first applicable pay period beginning on 
or after January 1, 1996. When com- 
pared with the payments currently in 
effect, these comparability payments 
will increase the General Schedule pay- 
roll by about 0.4 percent. 

Finally, the law requires that I include in 
this report an assessment of the impact that 
my decisions will have on the Government's 
ability to recruit and retain well-qualified 
employees. While I regret that our fiscal situ- 
ation does not permit granting Federal em- 
ployees a pay increase greater than 2.4 per- 
cent, I do not believe this will have any mate- 
rial impact on the quality of our work force. 
In accordance with the Federal Workforce 
Restructuring Act of 1994, I am committed 
to reducing Government employment sub- 
stantially; consequently, hiring and attrition 
are very low. In addition, the Government 
has at hand many pay tools, such as recruit- 
ment bonuses, retention allowances, and spe- 
cial salary rates, to maintain the high quality 
work force that serves our Nation so very 
well. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 
NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 


rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The 
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locality based comparability payment table was in- 
cluded in the President’s letter. This letter was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
September 1. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





August 28 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Parker Westbrook to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation. 


August 30 

In the morning, the President met with 
ranchers at the Sweetwater Restaurant. 
Later, he had a luncheon meeting with en- 
ergy industry representatives at the Acadian 
Restaurant. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Susan King to be Assistant Sec- 
retary for Public Affairs at the Department 
of Labor. 


August 31 

In the morning, the President and Hillary 
Clinton traveled from Jackson Hole, WY, to 
Honolulu, HI, where they participated in an 
arrival ceremony at Hickam Air Force Base. 


September I 

In the morning, the President participated 
in a World War II 50th anniversary com- 
memoration ceremony at Wheeler Air Force 
Base. Later in the morning, he met with 
troops outside Hangar 206. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with veterans in the Consolidated Mess. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Oklahoma and ordered Federal funds to sup- 
plement State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by tornadoes, severe storms, 
and flooding, beginning on July 21 through 
and including August 6. 
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The President announced his intention to 
appoint Elaine B. Griffin to the White House 
Commission on Presidential Scholars. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to the 
Board of Trustees of the American Folklife 
Center: 

—Ada E. Deer; 

BE oe D. Duffey; 

—Madeleine M. Kunin; and 

—Shirley Sachi Sagawa. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
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items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





September 1 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the alternative plan for Federal pay ad- 
justment. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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